(Anecdotes) 


It must have been for this reason that the committee 


in charge thought that because of my long residence in the city 


of Los Angeles they would 14ké to have’me ‘talk about California, 
or at least that part of it which relates to the development of 
the railroad systems of Southern California when those railroad 
Systems were in a formative stage, 

The completion of the transcontinental road on May 16, 
1869, when the golden spike was driven, occasioned a great deal 
of interest in the east regarding California. My father, after 
due deliberation and having in view the health of my mother, 
concluded to take his family to Los Angeles. We reached Omaha, 
then proceeded upon the Union Pacific System to Ogden; from Ogden 
we went by the Central Pacific System to San Francisco. We 
awaited two or three days in San Francisco for the Sailing date 
of the SS Orizaba, the only means of communication between Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, We took passage on the Orizaba. She 
was an oldfashioned side-wheeler that had seen much service dur- 
ing the gold days of California between San Francisco and Sacra- 
mento. It took two days and two nights to make the trip to Los 
Angeles, We anchored off San Pedro roadstead early in the morn- 
ing, and soon a diminutive tug, with barge in tow, came along 
side and the passengers and baggage of the Orizaba were brought 


ashore, 


We went up what was called Wilmington Channel to Wilm- 
ington, which consisted of a platform for the disembarkation of 
passengers, a long building known as the drum barracks, and what 
looked like an office or store building. But there was a railroad 
awaiting us, It looked then just as the pictures you will be 
shown or have seen indicate. A baggage car, a passenger car, 
four flat cars and a small engine which had a smokestack in the 
shape of an immense funnel. This railroad was known as the Los 
Angeles and San Pedro Railroad, We were brought up to Los 
Angeles, 

it become really necessary that I should tell you what 
Los Angeles was like in 1869. If I were to compress it into 
two words, it was a Mexican pueblo, The population, as given 
by the official census for 1870, was 5,470 residents, This popu- 


lation would have to be divided into Americans (and under that 


term I mean Germans, Frenchmen, and others than the Mexicans) 


whose number could be roughly estimated as 1400 people; leaving 
the Mexican population of about 4,000, 

Like all Mexican pueblos, the center of importance 
was the Plaza and the Plaza Church, The native population had 
their homes chiefly north of the Plaga, Many of the better class 
lived upon Los Angeles Street and Main Street. The buildings 
were all of adobe with flat roofs, covered with brea. They were 
built flush with the sidewalks and the windows were iron-barred, 


The streets all bore Spanish names, From the Plaza south there 


was a sprinkling of small stores, saloons and places for trans- 
action of small businesses, What I term the American element 
lived within practically the following boundaries: Third 
Street on the south, Los Angeles Street on the east, Fort (now 
Broadway) Street on the West and First Street on the north. 
Hill Street was merely a trail. No business was transacted 
south of First Street. Los Angeles Street and Main Street, 
within the boundaries I have spoken of, had long rows of adobe 
houses occupied by the higher class of the native population, 
But between Main Street and the Los Angeles River, and out to 
about where Twelfth Street is now, were extensive vineyards 
and orange orchards. 

Thus the business center and the locale of the Ameri- 
can population was huddled in a small territory between Fort 
Street and Third Street. The city was in a complete state of 


isolation, dependent upon the steamer for its access to the 


outside world. There was no telegraphic communication by the 


newspapers until about 1880, 

The social live was that of a small town, a few parties, 
an occasional ball. There were nt $s; the mail was brought 
down by steamer. House servants were furnished by the Chinese; 
and they were hikewise the vegetable vendors - with a yoke across 
their shoulders, a large basket hanging at each end of the yoke, 


they would jog from house to house with their vegetable supplies, 


(Anecdote about conscience.) 


There were no great distinctions by reason of wealth. 
Life drifted along beautifully, without hurry or rush. Just 
think of the joy of living in a community where there were no 
automobiles, no radios, no telephones, no traffic congestion, 
and practically no news from the outside world, There were 
only three Republican voters registered in the county, and they 


aid not dare go to the polls. 
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Los Angeles i have one rai ne one on 

which we came up from Wilmington - the Los Angeles & San Pedro 
Road,--the first railroad running into 

It was the custom to bring freight down by steamer 
to San Pedro and deposit it in the warehouse, and then the 
consignee would have it brought up to Los Angeles by truck or 
large wagons pulled by mules or.horses,. There was great 
rivalry between two gentlemen - General Banning and Mr. Tomlinson - 
for the passenger traffie between San Pedro and Los Angeles. Wach 
had stage lines with relays, and intensive competition existed, so 
that as each steamer arrived it was the foundation for a race be- 
tween these respective stage lines to see which could get the most 


passengers, 


General Banning was a gentleman of great ability, popu- 


lar and extremely hospitable and a noted outstanding character of 
those times, Notwithstanding the small amount of business that 
was transacted by retail in Los Angeles, the merchants here had 
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developed a very extensive trade in Nevada, Utah, and particular- 
ly in Arizona. During the war many military posts had been 
established in Arizona and the freightage of supplies to these 


> 


posts offered a lucrative trade, General Banning conceived the 
idea, about the year 1866 or 1867, that these supplies should be 
Los Angeles by railroad rather than by teams. A gentlie- 
Tichenor, representing large lumber interests in 
cisco, with his associates, desired the railroad also, but 
did not have sufficient means to construct one. But they 
volunteered to General Banning to make a large contribution towards 
its construction if other aid could be obtained. General Ban- 
ning's recourse was to the legislature. The first time he 
failed. Then he had himself elected to the legislature and by 


dint of very hard work he had an act passed which permitted 


cities and/or counties to submit to the voters a proposition for 


the issuance of» bonds.the. procedds of which could be used to 
subsidize the building of a railroad. Having put that law on 
the statute books, Geners Banning re ed to Los Angeles, pre- 
vailed upon the public authorities call the election. The 
election was quite hotly contested. The strongest oppo 

came (and you will be surprised to hear this) from the farmers 
at El Monte, and their reason for their opposition was that they 
were in the horse and mule business, supplying all these teams 
hauling freight and they thought there would be an 


business if a railroad were established, 
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The bonds carried at the election by about 14 votes. 
The matter was speedily adjusted, the bonds were sold, Mr. 
Tichenor assisting. The stock of the railroad company was 
issued to the County for the amount of the bonds. It took two 
years to build about 24 miles of road, which shows how primitive 
conditions were. Operation was delayed by reason of having no 
engine, Finally one arrived from the east by steamer. I can 
see it now - a small engine with an immense smokestack, The 
railroad was completed about the 16th of October, 1869, and the 


first train ran into Los Angeles. The depot was at the corner 


of Commercial and Alameda, This was the first railroad develop- 


ment running into Los Angeles. 

Prior to the completion of the Central Pacific its 
owners, the Big Four - Hopkins, Crocker, Stanford and Huntington - 
made up their minds to have a southern route. After the comple- 
tion of the Central Pacific they began to work upon the proposition 
and announced their route, They were to start at San Francisco 
go to about where Gilroy is now situated, then passing south- 
easterly through the eastern part of Fresno and San Bernardino 
Counties into Arizona, thence east to El Paso, When the news 
of this route finally leaked down to Los Angeles, there was 
consternation among the American citizens at their being left 
out of the route. We had not chambers of commerce, but there 
was no difficulty in having prominent citizens meet and appoint 
a committee to interview the railroad authorities, Governor 
Downey and H. Newmark were appointed a committed to interview 
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Governor Stanford, They went up to Sacramento to see the Governor, 
maps were displayed. They met with rather a cool reception, The 
railroad authorities intimated that possibly there might be a spur 
to Los Angeles, but that was not satisfactory to the committee, 
Returning to Los Angeles the committee was granted further powers 
and they went back to Sacramento, and this offer was made and 
accepted, to-wit: The Southern Pacific would build dixct to Los 
Angeles and from that point eastward to El Paso in consideration 
of receiving 5 per cent of the assessed valuation of the property 
of Los Angeles County, based upon the last assessment roll, plus 
all of the stock and complete ownership of the Los Angeles & San 
Pedro Railroad. A bond election was called, This met 

very strenuous opposition. The voters divided themselves into 
pro-bond and anti-bond factions and the fight was on, 

Then happened an incident. Of course I am not person- 
ally cognizant of it, but knowing the people and the conditions 
here and the veracity of the gentleman who told me the story, 
entitles it, in so far as 1 am concerned, to absolute verity. 

It was customary in those days, and regarded as per- 
fectly ethical, to bargain for the vote of the Mexican population, 
This population had its leaders; one man would represe; t that he 
controlled 250 votes and could deliver them, or any such number, 


and it was the custom to make the bargain - so much a vote, - 


$1.00, $2.00 or $2.50, depending upon the interest of the contend- 


ing parties. hese Mexican voters would be gathered together 
and put in a corral and kept there overnight, and the next morn- 
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ing hurried en masse to the polls. There was no Australian 
ballot in those days. In fact, the character of the vote was 
determined by the color of the ballot. For instance, for the 
railroad might be pink in color and the opposing votes might be 
yellow. The parties buying the votes would have a checker at 

the ballot box to see that all the pinks he had bargained for 
were deposited in the ballot box so that there would be no over- 
payment of money. This custom was carried out upon the occas- 
fon of this election. There was one deviation. I have forgotten 


which side perpetrated thik trateg but let us say it was the 
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side for the railroad, During the night, when the 


who had been fixed as anti-railroad, had assenib 


$n the morning they were pushed 

cast their ballots, They accomplished this by paying a higher 
sum than the other side had offered. When this became known 
there was tense feeling generated by the people who were opposed 
to the railroad. During the day both factions met at one of 

the polling places where Mr. I. W. Hellman, who was the president 
of the Farmers & Merchants Bank and probably the wealthiest man 


in the city, and who was strongly for oad, encountered 


a group headed by Doctor Griffin, another very prominent gentle- 


Bo 


man, who was strongly opposed to the railroad. Doctor Griffin 
was a Virginian who had left Los Angeles to serve in the Con- 
federate Army during the Civil War and had returned to Los 
Angeles. Each of the gentlemen had some of his followers with 
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him and a very wordy altercation took place between Mr. Hellman 
and Doctor Griffin struck Mr. Hellman on the head with his cane, 
inflicting quite a long gash which bled profusely. Mr. Hellman's 
friends took him and put him in a hack and drove to his resi- 
dence, which was on the..corner of Pourth and Main Streets where 
the Farmers & Merchants National Bank now stands. When he got 
home his wife, naturally, was very much alarmed and insisted 
that a doctor be called, She asked Mr. Hellman which doctor she 
should send for, Mr. Hellman hesitated a moment, then said 
"Send for Old Doctor Griffin", and Doctor Griffin came and 
treated the wound which he himself had caused, 

Those in favor of the bond issue carried the election 
by a substantial majority. The result was that the contract 
between the citizens committee and the Southern Pacific officials 
was carried out. They immediately bdgan the construction of 
their railroad south to Los Angeles and that road between the 
two cities was completed in the year 1876. In itself 4t did not 
accomplish very much for the benefit of Los Angeles, but as a 
part of the system that was to extend to El Paso it had a far 
reaching influence. The Southern Pacific continued its construc- 


tion from Los Angeles eastward over the identical road it now 


occupies, passing through San Gabriel, El Monte, Spadra (near 


Pomona) on to Colton and thence eastward to El Paso, It was 
completed in 1881, 

So, Los Angeles, for the first time, found itself 
upon a transcontinental road, and while San Francisco was 
nominally the terminus, nevertheless, in fact Los Angeles became 
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terminus, because ninety per cent of the passengers over 
road came to Los Angeles and remained here. 

The completion of the road in 1881 marked the end of 
the period when Los Angeles was a Mexican pueblo and became a 
thriving American city. The effect of the completion of the 
road was immediate. The population began to increase, demand 
for homes was strong, subdivision of ranch property rapidly 
proceeded, And this condition grew with increased vigor during 
the years 1882, 1883 and 1884, It continued through 1885 and 
1886 with increased intensity, and it needed only the completion 
of the Santa Fe System to Los Angeles in 1887 to inaugurate the 
greatest boom in real property Los Angeles ever had, and prob- 
ably it has been unequalled in the history of American city 
development. 

There were three classes of people who came: 

First, the laborers. It was easy to conclude that 
because of the increase in population and the demand for homes, 
with all the component circumstances, that there would be 
great demand for labor. They found steady and remunerative em- 
ployment. 


Second, there were the people who, by reason of the 


notoriety gained by this city during this era of intensive 


speculation, flocked here for the purpose of making some easy 
money. It was not so much their intention to remain, but 
rather to make their pile and then return to their homes back 


east. 


Third, there was an influx of professional racketeers 
and speculation boomers skilled in the art of deception. 

In 1888 this boom flattened out. The professional 
boomers left overnight. Those of the class who had come to make 
large financial gains who could return home did so, but many 
were so completely broken financially by reason of the collapse 
of the boom that they had to remain, 

While a certain degree of depression occurred immed- 
lately after the collapse of the boom, nevertheless, this city 
has always shown such resiliency in such a situation that it was 
not long before business began to pick up again. The competi- 
tion for passenger service between the Southern Pacific and the 


Santa Fe System during the years 1887 and 1888 was such that it 


was, I think the Santa Fe who fixed a fare of $1.00 from Chicago 


to Los Angeles, It was no unusual thing for more than a thou- 
sand passengers to arrive here in one day, 

Some time along about 1900 local capitalists formed 
the idea of constructing a line from Pasadena to Los Angeles 
and in some way this was extended to Terminal Island in San Pedro 
Bay. it barely maintained its system, but Senator W. A. Clark, 
of Montana, was induced to take up the proposition of its ex- 
tension to Salt Lake City. He furnished the means and the road 
was built and completed to Salt Lake City, and soon thereafter 
it was acquired by the Union Pacific, in 1905. 

So it was that in 1881 Los Angeles became the terminal 


point for one transcontinental roed - the Southern Pacific - and 
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in 1887 it became the terminal point of a second transconti- 


— 


nental road - the Santa Fe System - and in 1905 it became the 
terminal point for a third road - the Union Pacific. The 


effect of the increase of population brought in by these three 
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railroads to the city of Los Angeles is best evidenced by the 


v 


census returns, 


Beginning in 189 a controversy arose respecting 


the necessity of constructing a. union station, and where the 
station, if constructed, should be placed, This controversy 
continued for the period of years, On , 
193 , the controversy was finally settled adversely to the 
railroads! contention; i site was selcted, The decision 
being final, the railroads immediately went to work, and this 
building is the result, 

Having thus traced the development of the different 
railroads to the point of the completion of the Union Pacific 
System, it is time to ask: What has been the result of the 
completion of these railroad 

(1) In 1876, when the Southern Pacific completed 

A 


road from Los Angeles to San Francisco, Los Angeles was the 
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Mexican pueblo I have referred to, with a population not over 
00, and today this city has a population estimated at 

° Or, to be fairer, in 1881 when the 
Southern Pacific made Los Angeles a terminal station on a trans- 


continental route, its population even then did not éxceed 


11,000 inhabitants. 


(2) Another thing the railroads have done has been 
that Los Angeles has wrested the crown of supremacy from San 
Francisco in many lines, such as population, shipping and 
others. Concisely stated 


In 1870 Los Angeles had a population of, 5,728 
San Francisco " " ¥ be 149,473 


In 1890 Los Angeles 7 . 50,395 
San Francisco 298,997 


Los Angeles 319,198 
San Francisco : 416,912 


Los Angeles 1,238,048 
San Francisco 634,394 


the census will show a greater difference, 


(3) From this increase in population comes leadership 
in homes, and in industry and the thousand things that come 
from the incident of a great population, 

Be sure to remember that the railroads are the primal 
cause of all this development. Of course, we have our port, 
with its commerce, our hydroelectric system, our Owens River 
and Metropolitan Water systems - the movie industry, and others} 
but there would be none of these here, because without popula- 


tion there would be no need for any of them. So the railroads 


which do bring the people are after all the basic source of our 


improvements, 

Ts it not true, in social matters, that if any one pays 
you a compliment, does you 4 favor, makes you a present, or 
unsolicited helps you, that instinctively you feel that it is a 
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matter of duty and obligation on your part to thank him and 
attest your gratitude. Surely, this is so. Now, Los Angeles 
is a distinct, political entity, and it is a distinctly social 
entity; it has characteristics peculiar to itself and different 
from other cities, and therefore Los Angeles, as a city, has a 
duty and obligation to discharge, and that is to show the com- 
panies in some manner their appreciation, in some manner give 
them their thanks, for the immense service they have rendered 
this city. 

The matter of the location of the Union Station was not 
in the hands of the railroad companies, It was fixed by the 
Railroad Commission of the State of California, your representa- 
tives, In effect you made them put it here. While the state 
Commission, I suppose, had some powers over grade crossings 
and engineering iterms, yet I am advised the character of the 
building itself was wholly in the hands of the railroad com- 
panies. If I am not mistaken they could have put up a row of 
posts with a roof to keep out the rain, and it would have been 
a compliance with their obligation. It would not have been 
strange that after uavikeearretes about and driven from pillar 
to post for twelve years, they might have been justified in 
constructing a plain, unattractive building and letting it go 
at that. But they did not do that, even if they had no choice 


of site. They sunk out of sight all feeling that they had been 


(as they thought) unjustly treated. Notwithstanding their 


being barred from selecting a site, they acted in the broadest 
minded way, and with great magnanimity constructed the building 
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which we now have. Does not such fine, high-grade conduct call 
for some manner of recognition on your part, some giving of 
thanks and pi 7 k it ; 30 do you. 
ef construction, 
heaf.of- all their construction work. 
jewels but for the e of God that setting! Its beauty 
is marred, diminished i lost by v’? 1€ j surroundings, 
union station 
front yard of this city. As it is now, and 
will remain if not changed, this front yard consists of a jumble 
of old decayed buildings, surrounded with filth, debris and decay - 
part of the slums sity : t impressions 
are often strongest, and it is p , impression is met 
with astonishment, | that a city advertised as the home of 
palms, flowers, and outdoor beauty is an advertising delusion. 


permit these surroundings to remain, you might as well 


the newcomer with a sign painted in large letters with 


ling "The citizens of Los Angeles are third-raters", for 


just what 
The purpose of this address is to arouse in you the deter- 
mination of carrying this plan to 
by resolutions, by personal conta 
she city officials Not by way pressure, 
hat your city officials realize the propriety and 
necessity for this work of cleaning ur 


as you do and will favor it. Not by pressure,therefore, 
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offer them 


showing to 


nan’ “e 1. - os ‘ io hala « _2 ” r.) 
companies sratitude construction of 


tiful buildir 


